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Tena koutou katoa nga mihi ki te whānau o 
te Kura o Koputai – greetings to all families 

of Koputai (Port Chalmers) School. 
 
 

Welcome back. We hope you all made 
time to rest, relax and rejuvenate over 
the break.  

It was great to see tamariki back yesterday and hear 
about their holiday adventures. 

 

Classes are starting the term spending 
time completing activities to help develop 
and expand their understanding around 
the significance of ANZAC day. 
Wednesday afternoon the whole school 
came together as we held our own 
ANZAC service. 
On Friday the school is going to walk to 
view the war memorial in Port. You are welcome to join 
us. We will leave school at 1.45pm and return by 3pm. 
  

They shall grow not old, as we that are left, grow old. 
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun and in the morning, we will 
remember them. 

 
Buddies  

A special feature of our school is our buddies programme. 
Our senior children take on the role as a big buddy for 
one of the junior children. They are buddies for the year 
and in that time develop a special relationship. The older 
children are there as a role model, to provide leadership 
and guidance for their younger buddy. 
 
Buddy time happens every Friday afternoon with shared 
reading. At other times in the term we have other buddy 
events. The scavenger hunts are popular as are the times 
when the seniors organise and run games and other 
activities for the juniors. 
 
What our tamariki have to say… 
Bene “I like helping teach my buddy to read” 
Remy “My buddy knows lots of words” 
 
Lucy “I really like reading to them” 
Cora “I like listening to other stories” 
Honor “I like reading to my buddies” 
 
Maggie “Grace is really, really kind” 
Grace “My buddy volunteers to read a lot” 
 
Arlo “We like reading to each other” 
Charlie “We like doing challenges together” 
Jimmy “I like to help my buddies” 
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After School Care 
Mana After School has finished and for this term, we are 
running our own after school programme on a Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday.   
This will be based at our Koputai Whare, beside Rūma 
Pipi, Room 5.   
Michelle, one of our learning assistants will be in charge.  
The cost is $10 an hour.  If you would like your child to 
attend, you can book in with Katy at the office. We 
would appreciate notice the day before.    
 
 

PTA Fundraiser  
Our PTA will be doing a fundraiser on Saturday 29th 
April from mid-day in the school hall to put stickers on 
egg cartons.  They would love your help.  This is a new 
fundraiser.  Snacks and good company are guaranteed.   
Please contact Hannah Holzer (hannah@holzer.co.nz) if 
you want more information.   
 
 

 
 

https://nzhistory.govt.nz/culture/maori-language-
week/365-maori-words 

 



 
Health Snippet 

 
BEDTIMES 
Children need a good night’s sleep so that they have 
enough energy for the next day’s activities. Sleep is 
important for our brains as well as our bodies.  Children 
cannot fight colds and viruses when they are tired. 

Research has shown links between lack of sleep and 
learning and behaviour problems in school age children. 

Rather than appearing tired, children who do get enough 
sleep at night may display the opposite signs, bouncing 
around, being unable to concentrate, losing interest 
quickly and even becoming uncooperative, irritable and 
angry. 

Children may not be a good judge of how much sleep 
they need, as they may not recognise they are tired.  
Children of primary school age may require 11- or 12-
hours sleep.  Suggested bedtimes for 5 to 11-year olds 
are 7 pm to 8.30 pm.  Generally, 12-year olds need only 
10 hours.  A good bedtime routine will help. 

If parents are having difficulty with the children’s bedtime 
routines they can discuss these with the local public health 
nurse or Plunket nurse. 

The public health nurse for your school is:  
Laurie Mahoney    Contact details: 476 9833 
 

Buddies in Action… 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Calendar of Events 

10th May (7:00 pm) BOT Meeting 

11th May Rūma Pāua Bike Skills 

5th June King’s Birthday  

Assemblies 

29th May Rūma Pāua 

5th June Rūma Mangō 

12th June Rūma Wheke 

19th June Rūma Tepetepe & Pipi 


